Prednisone dose limitation of growth hormone treatment of steroid-induced growth failure.
Seven children with prednisone-induced growth failure were treated with recombinant growth hormone to improve linear growth. Six of seven patients had an increase in linear growth during therapy with recombinant growth hormone. The response to recombinant growth hormone was found to be related to the prednisone dose. When the prednisone dose was greater than 0.35 mg/kg per day, recombinant growth hormone did not increase the linear growth rate. At lower doses the response was inversely related to the amount of prednisone taken.